December 2015 Meeting
Date: Thursday, December 17
Location: Embassy Suites 11730 Katy Freeway
Time: Gathering begins at 6:00 p.m., Dinner Served 7:00 p.m.
Agenda: No business meeting, No auction. Many door prizes and awards.
Program: “Hearts” by Dr. O.H. (Bud) Frazier
Auction: No auction this time. We are aiming to leave the building by 9:30.

Calendar Snapshot
January 12, 5:00 p.m

Directors meeting at IHOP

January 12, 6:30 p.m.

Money Show Coordinators meeting at IHOP

January 21, 6:00 p.m.

Holiday Party at Embassy Suites

The Double Shift is sent to GHCC members monthly, giving those unable to attend meetings information on the activities of the club. It is also sent to clubs across the nation on an exchange basis. Information and articles may be
taken from this publication and used in other publications, giving credit to The Double Shift. Further information about
the GHCC or the Houston Money Show may be obtained from the club’s web site at www.HoustonCoinClub.org
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Announcements
All meetings except December will be in the Eagle Room. Sodas and water will be available at the
GHCC meeting. Snacks are also welcome, as long as we leave the place clean.
Please consider volunteering to do a program at an upcoming GHCC meeting. Tell Bill Watson you will
be able to help with a program for May or later.
Barbara Prinsen advises that the Club has a few undelivered 60th anniversary medals awaiting pickup by
their owners. Dues-paid 2015 members and life members are entitled to a free bronze medal. Those who
are not able to attend GHCC monthly meetings may contact Barb Prinsen at prinsba@hotmail.com to
make arrangements to receive their medal.
Planning is about complete for our annual Christmas party at Embassy Suites for Thursday, December
17. But it is not too late to let your editor know you want to come IF you call or email by Dec. 14th.
Since Embassy Suites has strict counts policy, If you say you will come, you will get an invoice if you do
not come. If you come without reservation (and you are welcome to do so), do not expect to eat.
The annual Townsend Award for Service to GHCC will be awarded at the December 17 Christmas party
at the Embassy Suites. Nominations are now closed. The voting, by Board members plus all prior winners
of the Townsend Award, was done electronically, but the winner will be a secret until the December
meeting.
The December 17th meeting at the Embassy Suites will also include presentation of the 2015 Barney
Loebe Award for the best educational talk at a monthly meeting of the GHCC. The Eagle Trophy will be
revealed for the first time there.

New Applications for Membership

The following applications for membership have been approved by the EC and need approval by the
membership at the next meeting:

None to be voted in December; Four for January meeting

Future Educational Presentations
December • “Hearts” by Dr. O. H. (Bud) Frazier
January . “Hapsburg Thalers” by Steve Falkner
February . “Bringing Numismatics into the Mainstream” by Jim Bevill
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Minutes From the November Meeting
Greater Houston Coin Club
Minutes of Meeting held at H.C.C.
Thursday, November 19, 2015

Meeting called to order 6:30PM President Jack D.
Announcements: Explanation of the Treasure Hunt
– Coins to be dropped on Friday and Saturday after
Thanksgiving.
Call for Visitors and Guests: Ron G. – has tendered
his application for membership. Mike McP. (guest)
Rupert S. and Pinkie S. – returned after a period
of ill health and have been released by the doctor to
be able to travel.
Mike W. (applied for Membership)
Show and Tell – Tom S., Chairman
Mike G. – 1911 Barber Half (bought in 1961) –
passed to his Dad for a birthday present . Now he
has it back, he related the value over the years.
Vlad A. – Recently traveled to Siberia in October,
told of the difficulty to get coins and showing a
Russian Ruble he obtained.
Sabastian F. – Showing a coin (not Mexican as
usual) or a Spanish Colonial Coin. A 1938 medal
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the first coins
struck coins in Columbia, also he gave a description
of the coins.
Paul P. – sent a letter to the mint to ask about
the composition and U.S. Mint replied about the
intricate process of separating coins for recycling
copper.
Sebastian F. – Show and Tell winner (U.S. COIN
- John I - half Dollar)

coin dealer is asking what he should bring for
special requests to meet buyer requests.
Also, Parking Passes are available for use and must
be used each day no exceptions. A volunteer will
help get dealers into the show without having to
pay a fee.
Claude M. – Volunteers will start working on
Wednesday – Booth sales report – we are now on
a stand-by list (all tables sold) – 220 tables sold –
First time to do so.
BBQ is reconfirmed for two weeks from tonight.
Bill W. – special note – Eve B. is thanked for a
cookie tray at the entrance for members. Also we
are setting a goal to get more people in attendance
for the meetings – An explanation of the security
vest is modeled by Bill for the Money Show. Kudos
were given to a show sponsor U.S. Coins. He also
announced that a coin program at the money show
is being given in Spanish.
Forgotten Voices – Ricardo D. L. T. – Controversial
Medals of Mexico – Very interesting Power Point
program that gave an in depth explanation of
medals of Mexico.

Business Portion:
Coins for A’s – Eve B. – Lake Jackson is a very
active part of the program – first marking period
coins have been sent.
Year End Banquet – Embassy Suites – Holiday
party – all spouses and members are invited. An
email is being sent to indicate attendance and the
menu choice either chicken or salmon. Doors open
at 6 and dinner at 7. Cash bar available downstairs.
You must reserve or you do not eat, if you no-show
you must still pay.
60th medals still available.
Melvin N. – new ANA district representative – has
applications for ANA Membership.
Townsend Report: Deadline is tonight for Attendance Winner – Al. S.
nominations that must be submitted in writing.
Adjourned. Club auction to follow, called by
Money Show Report: Gail B. reported an ancient Sebastian with more than 100 lots.
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A Perspective on Collecting
		 . . . Thoughts From the Former President
Reprinted from the current issue of the Tyler Coin Club Newsletter

A Visit to Your Editor’s “Coin Cabinet”

Hello Friends . . . back a few years ago when I was
living in the other extreme part of East Texas, aka
Southeast Texas within spitting distance (literally) of
the Gulf Coast and a few close miles to the nation of
Louisiana, a friend who was also a numismatist and a
fellow member of the Port Arthur Coin Club presented
me with the medal above as a Christmas remembrance.

displays the traditional three “wise men” otherwise
known as “Magi” who saw the star “in the east” and
came to worship. Once again the Christmas star is
present as it dominates the near sky over Bethlehem.
The only significant element missing from the design
are the shepherds. I often wonder if there is another
such medal with their amazement highlighted.

Of course this medal carries the observer back to the
joy of the Christmas season. Truth is this sculpture in
miniature demonstrates a mixture from the two primary
places in which the birth narrative of Jesus is found.
The side pictured on the right comes directly from the
Gospel of Matthew, found in chapter 2, verses 1 and 2.
Even though Biblical historians can’t vouch for exactly
Obviously this is a sculpture’s personalized vision three “Magi” the association with the three gifts of the
of the Nativity of Christ. Just about everything and season lead Scriptural enthusiasts and artists alike to
everybody who is part of the first Christmas event is portray a trio. Matthew tells the story this way: “After
present. Note at the left Mary and Joseph along with Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, during the time
a somewhat oversized infant Jesus. A stylized star of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem
provides brilliance and guidance. Around the edges and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king
one can observe a pair of farm animals along with a of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come
couple of pintsized angels. The image on the right to worship him.’”
There are a few things I can say about this piece; it is
one HUGE hunk of bronze, there is a pleasing patina
present, and every time I pull this out of its protective
box, generally at this time of the year, I find myself
studying the imagery and noting something new on the
field.
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The image on the left appears in Luke’s Gospel,
chapter 2. It is Luke who brings to the classic nativity
scene such familiar material as the accounting which
brought Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, the subsequent
overbooking in the inn, and the birth in a manger. As
a reminder, here are the details as found in Luke 2: 6
forward . . . “While they were there (Bethlehem, inn,
manger, etc.) the time came for the baby to be born, and
Mary gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there
was no room in the inn.”

of another year: Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays,
whichever fits your expectation and your faith
experience. To all a Happy New Year. I pray that 2016
will be a blessed year for each of you. Ilook forward
to sharing time with you as we cross the invisible time
line which leads us from 2015 into 2016.
Oh yes, one more thought; I focus once again on the
medal at the right above. I know this is overused and
in some ways quite cliché, but still a significant insight:
“Wise men still seek him.” (And “wise women,” too.)

A few final words from your editor as we come to end ‘Nuf for now. See you all next year.

Regards and God Bless . . . Richard

The 60th Annual
Houston Money Show
Thursday, December 1, 2016 • 1 pm – 6:00 pm
Friday, December 2 • 10 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday, December 3 • 10 am – 5:00 pm
GEORGE R. BROWN CONVENTION CENTER
1001 Avenida de Las Americas
Houston, Texas
Gail Brichford, Show Chairman • Claude Mathes, Dealer Relations Chairman

ANA News
The American Numismatic Association is excited to announce its
digital archives of all 127 volumes of its flagship publication, The
Numismatist. Beginning December 1, ANA members can access every
issue of the magazine, from 1888 to the present.
The ANA has issued a call for exhibits to be placed at the National
Money Show in Dallas in March.
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Questions for Dr. Coyne
1) Why are 1851-1853 three cent pieces made of .750 silver instead of coin silver (.900 fine)?
2) Did the U.S. Mint ever strike coins with no date on the obverse and no date on the reverse?
3) What is the difference between the “edge” and the “rim”?
4) Why would someone seek a “Crossover Grade” for his Third Party Graded coin?
5) What is the first coin struck in a branch mint of the U.S. (i.e. non-Philadelphia)?
6) What does olive oil do to clean ancient coins?
7)

Is this piece a U.S. colonial coin?

If you feel Dr. Coyne has slipped up on any of the responses, please tell Bill Watson.
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Dr. Coyne Responds
1) Why are 1851-1853 three cent pieces made of .750 silver instead of coin silver (.900 fine)?
The 1851 to 1853 issues of the three cent piece (also called a trime) were made from .750 fine silver instead of
the usual .900 fine silver to deliberately lower the intrinsic value of the pieces. This was in an effort to keep them
in circulation rather than have them hoarded, exported, or melted as happened from time to time with the larger
denominations in .900 fine silver. The composition reverted to the traditional .900 fine in 1855 and the trimes
continued to be issued through 1873.

2) Did the U.S. Mint ever strike coins with no date on the obverse and no date on the reverse?
The U.S. Mint issued Presidential and Sacagawea dollar coins in the “golden” manganese bronze composition
with the date in incuse inscription on the edge of the coin beginning in 2009. In the 19th century there are a
few dateless pattern coins, but none for circulation.

3) What is the difference between the “edge” and the “rim”?
The rim of a coin is the outermost part of the obverse or reverse. It is usually in higher relief than the central
portions of the design so that the rim can protect the design from wear in circulation. The edge of the coin
is oriented at 90 degrees from the faces of the coin. The edge is sometimes reeded, sometimes smooth, and
sometimes lettered.

4)

Why would someone seek a “Crossover Grade” for his Third Party Graded coin?

A collector might seek to have his coin moved from the holder of one third party grading firm to the holder of a
different third party grading firm (“crossed over”) in order get his set into matching holders. Or he might believe
the market is stronger for one particular brand of holder. Or he may wish to compete in PCGS’s “Registry Set”
competition, where PCGS will only accept their own brand of holders.

5) What is the first coin struck in a branch mint of the U.S. (i.e. non-Philadelphia)?
The earliest coin struck in a branch mint would seem to be the
1838-O half dollar. The law establishing the branch mints at
New Orleans, Charlotte, and Dahlonega resulted in simultaneous
construction of these facilities, but New Orleans was first to get
into production. The 1838-O half dollars are significant rarities
(with at least 10 of them actually coined in Philadelphia), but the
similar 1839-O coins are more available. After 1839, the mintmark
on half dollars is found on the reverse, except for 1916 and part of
1917, and again on the recent Kennedy half dollars.
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Dr. Coyne Responds
6) What does olive oil do to clean ancient coins?
Soaking in olive oil is the time-honored treatment for ancient bronze coins which have been dug from the earth
and show a dark encrustation. The olive oil helps soften the encrustation and permit its removal. It is said that
“extra virgin” olive oil works best. Some report that weeks or months of soaking is normal.

7) Is this piece a U.S. commemorative coin?
The illustrated piece is not a U.S. commemorative coin. It is a silver denarius of Julia Domna issued in Rome in
the third century. She was among the most important women in government of the time and was second wife of
Roman emperor Septimius. She died in 217 A.D., having issued a dozen or more denari designs.

Coins-For-A’s Program Progress Report
The CFA Program was quite active in its fall season in November as YNs submitted first marking
period report cards. In November, the program reached 150 students The CFA inventory is being
continuously restocked. It is now adequate in most areas, but donations are always appreciated!
The administrator continues to receive a stream of “thank you” notes to GHCC for this program.
Students apply for awards individually and through their teacher.

Publisher’s Editorial
Views here may not reflect the views of the GHCC or its officers

The Thrill of the Hunt
Long time readers of the Double Shift will recall that
the central goal of your editor’s collecting efforts
have been pointed at assembly of a representative
collection of U.S. circulating coinage and related
pieces. Suitable specimens of most of the standard
U.S. type set 1793-1964 were in place by the mid1980’s when Third Party Graded (slabbed) coins
became popular. There needed to be a modification
of the original goal: American Colonial pieces need
to be included, and world coins that circulated
in America needed to be included. Historically
important medals would be included. Your editor
elected to not include any comprehensive set of
post-1945 coins and also decided to exclude clad

coins, error coins, and struck-for-collectors mint
issues.
While budget constraints were of course always
present, it seems that in the pre-1985 (pre-slab)
era, it was easier to attend a large coin show and
find candidate examples of eye-appealing, sharply
struck 18th and 19th century U.S. type coins. After
1985 (except for a market swoon in the early
1990’s), it seems more difficult to find such coins.
This is actually a comment on the market: choice
coins have taken on much higher values in the
market – there is now a payoff for the highest
grades that was not always there before the slab
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era. Having that slab tag has taken away some of
the opportunity to cherry-pick quality from a group
of similarly-priced pieces. But make no mistake: I
think the coin hobby is better off on balance from
the emergence of TPG coins.
Your editor looked a long time and ran down
some blind alleys before placing these two early
American pieces in the collection within the
last few years. The Libertas Americana medal
(sponsored by Benjamin Franklin and celebrating
France’s help during the Revolutionary War) came
as a byproduct of a Summer Seminar class with
John Kraljevich. The “1652” Pine Tree Shilling

candidates seen had full detail. But the slabbing
companies seem to make no distinction – they are
grading on marks and surfaces. Most sellers only
price on the slab tag grade. An opportunity was
present to pick a piece with nice color and full detail
at little or no price premium over other PCGS-65 or
NGC-65 coins. Patience on this one, like so many
others was key.

(one of the first types of silver coins struck in land
that would become the U.S.) was seen on-line, but
purchased from a well-known mainstream coin
vendor. It was my first venture into buying a major
coin from on-line photos only with no chance
to view it in-hand before sending money. But it
worked out well.
The Carson City twenty cent piece (which sharpeyed readers will know has to be from 1875 was
finally acquired after viewing perhaps two dozen
uncirculated pieces, both slabbed and “raw”.
During the search, it became obvious that most of
the coins on offer were weakly struck on the eagle’s
left (facing) wing with no feather detail on about
the upper third of the wing. Perhaps one third of all

The slab tag on this one noted its prior owner was
John J. Pittman of Rochester NY. Maybe he had the
same idea of what a suitable coin should look like?
If so, I am honored. He was a collector’s collector,
building a wonderful collection on a modest salary
over 50 years.
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Publisher’s Editorial
The Houston Money Show offered the most recent
venue to pursue the thrill of the hunt. Very much
on the list was an upgrade to the type set involving
a “Classic Head” (that is 1808-1814) Large Cent.
Most of these are not very well struck, and many
are seen on dark, rough planchets. There is notable

diversity on opinion between grading by the
specialty organization Early American Coppers
and the leading Third Party Graders. But despite
what the slab tag might say, we all know to “buy
the coin and not the plastic.”

John Barber

Meeting Reminders
Arrive early to socialize with other members.
Bring an item and a MAXIMUM 3-minute story
for Show and Tell to regular meetings.
Consider volunteering to bring a meal or snacks
for a meeting.
Bring a guest to the next regular meeting.
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2015 Money Show
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2015 Houston Money Show Exhibits

At the Houston Money Show in 2015, we had a great turnout for exhibits with 20 exhibits placed in
competitive and noncompetitive categories. There was a total of 59 cases used. There was ANA-style
judging and People's Choice voting. Trophy winners for first place in class were:
Class A: U.S. Coins "Atomic Dimes" by Anthony Kalt
Class B: U.S. Paper "Starting a Fractional Currency Collection" by Jerry Fochtman
Class E: Tokens and Medals "Token Appreciation: Hawaii School Lunch Program" by Garry Moore
Class G: World Coins After 1500 "German Silver Eagle 1951-1974" by Neil Robertson
The People's Choice Winner was Rick Ewing with "Ooops : Engraving Errors on Currency"
The judged Best in Show was a tie (with duplicate awards) between Jerry Fochtman (Class B)
and Garry Moore (Class E).
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Member Spotlight
will return next month

GHCC Holiday Party Details
It’s not too late to come if you call or email right away!

Thursday, December 17
Gather from 6 to 7 p.m. (dinner/dues payments), Dinner served at 7 p.m.
Embassy Suites Hotel
111730 Katy Freeway, Houston
Special Program: Dr. O.H. (Bud) Frazier. Dr. Frazier is a world renowned heart surgeon.
Also: Awarding of the Barney Loebe and Townsend Awards, Recognition of all program presenters, several door
prize items, and other highlights.
Dinner: $32/person nonmembers

Club members $20 including club subsidy

Dinner choices: Entrée 1- Grilled Asian Salmon with Teriyaki Glaze
Dinner choices: Entrée 2- Chicken Marsala
Dinner choices: Both include: Garden salad with choice of dressing
Rice Pilaf
Chef’s Choice of Fresh Vegetables
Assorted rolls and butter
Chef’s choice of dessert
Freshly brewed coffee and iced tea

GHCC Executive Council
Jack Domurat, President • jackurat@sbcglobal.net
Bill Watson, Vice President • swatson@wrwatson.com
Rick Ewing, Secretary • rick_ewing@AOL.com
Claude Mathes, Treasurer • shsu021@hotmail.com
Barbara Prinsen, Director • prinsba@hotmail.com
John Barber, Director/Newsletter Editor• numis32@aol.com

Mike Greenspan, Director • tokenMG@AOL.com
John Trout, Director • jbtrouts@sbcglobal.net
Larry Reitsema, Director • lareitsema@gmail.com
Gail Brichford, Past President • gbrichford@AOL.com
Jeff Hirt, General Counsel

